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History of Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center

A community comes together.

Stecoah Union School opened its doors in October 1926. Built of native rock with the skill
and labor of many local residents, the school stood as a source of pride for the community. On
Dedication Day, citizens joined together and posed for a panoramic photograph. A large reproduction
of this photograph is displayed in the school auditorium along with a key identifying nearly 80% of
the 194 people pictured.

Shortly after completion, the original main building burned, but the school was rebuilt within
the same rock walls and reopened in 1930. Throughout the years, the school stood as a center of the
community.

Even celebrities enjoyed Stecoah School.

In the 1940s and 50s, the auditorium stage became home to musicians touring the mountain
area — musicians heard on the “Mid Day Merry Go Round,” a popular WNOX-Knoxville radio
program. Top bluegrass performers of that time — Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs, Bill Monroe, The
Carter Family, Chet Atkins, Bonnie Lou and Buster, Archie Campbell and others — all graced the
“grand ole stage” at Stecoah School at one time or another, charging little or nothing for admission
and always playing to a full house.

Citizens join together — once again.

After 68 years of service to the community, consolidation resulted in the closing of Stecoah
School in 1994. A group of individuals looked upon what was once a beautiful old stone school
building, one that held many fond memories of days gone by, and saw a scene of complete
abandonment and desolation: weeds, a sagging roof, peeling paint. Beyond the physical, there was
something even more devastating. Where once was laughter and camaraderie — children learning and
playing during the day, families coming together for events and activities by night — an eerie silence
now hung over the place.

These citizens joined forces to revive the community treasure and restore the historic school
to its original role as the center of the community. They formed the Stecoah Valley Arts, Crafts, and
Educational Center, an organization that was incorporated as a non-profit in 1996 — 70 years after
Stecoah School first opened its doors.

(continued)



Today, a vibrant center of the community.

Growing from an abandoned school building just a few short years ago the vibrant center
of the community today, Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center now offers more than 25 programs
to approximately 12,000 people annually. The Center brings music to the mountains through the
summer performing arts series An Appalachian Evening, recognized by the Southeast Tourism
Society as a Top 20 Event in the region. Other cultural events include the annual Ramp Dinner
and Concert, and Harvest Festival.

The Stecoah Valley Artisans Gallery offers the opportunity to buy original artwork as
well as fine crafts that have made North Carolina famous. The Stecoah Valley Food Ventures
project offers a newly renovated commercial kitchen and meeting facilities to support the
development of food-related small businesses. Culinary arts workshops, special dinners and
classes are also offered.

The property grounds include an outdoor pavilion, family picnic areas, 1/3 mile nature
trail and a children’s play area. The facility is available for private and community meetings,
parties, and functions.

Local youth can learn to play stringed instruments through the Junior Appalachian
Musicians (JAM) and learn a variety of crafts and skills through the Appalachian Arts programs
— both of which help preserve the Appalachian heritage of the area. These programs are part of
the award-winning afterschool program offered to students k-8.

Looking to the future.

The school property consists of the original 1926 main school building, adjacent
gymnasium building and grounds. It remains today a beautiful solid stone structure surrounded
by approximately 10 acres of natural mountain land. Restoration work continues on the main
school building and grounds and there are plans to renovate the gymnasium in the future. The
property is surrounded by a 1/3 mile long nature trail, for which a master plan for development is
under way. The building is currently on the N.C. Study List of Historic Places and, if approved,
will be listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation and
relies on donations and grant funding for its programming, operations, and continuing
renovations. All gifts are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Publicity support provided with a grant from the North Carolina Department of Commerce’s Division of Tourism, Film
and Sports Development (visitnc.com or 1-800-Visit NC)



Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center
121 Schoolhouse Road
Robbinsville, NC 28771
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

APPALACHIAN EVENING CONCERT SERIES
GEARS UP FOR ANOTHER SEASON AT
HISTORIC STECOAH VALLEY CULTURAL ARTS CENTER

(STECOAH, N.C.) An acoustic bluegrass “dream team” known as Balsam Range will
take the stage at the historic Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center in Graham County, N.C., on
June 26 at 7:30pm to kick off the Center’s annual “An Appalachian Evening” summer
performing arts series.

“An Appalachian Evening” preserves mountain culture by showcasing bluegrass, folk
and old-time music, preceded by traditional Appalachian dinners every Saturday night through
August 28. The series has been named a Top 20 Event by the Southeast Tourism Society — one
of only three attractions in North Carolina to receive that distinction for the month of June in
2008.

Located in a 1926 schoolhouse in the heart of the Appalachian Mountains at the far
western tip of North Carolina, the Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center has become a gathering
place for cultural events since its renovation in 1996. It is about an hour and a half drive from
Asheville, North Carolina, Chattanooga or Knoxville, Tennessee.

Balsam Range, known for their unique balance of traditional and contemporary bluegrass
music, features Grammy-winning banjo picker Marc Pruett; bassist and dobra player Tim Surrett
(twice named Singing News Fan Awards’ Favorite Musician of the Year); Grammy- nominee
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mandolin player Darren Nicholson; Power Grass Music Award-winning guitarist Caleb Smith;
and fiddler and vocalist Buddy Melton. Other artists scheduled to perform during the 2010
season include Paul’s Creek Band, Lonesome River Band, Alice Gerrard with The Kari
Sickenberger Band, Dismembered Tennesseans, Dehlia Low, The Kruger Brothers, New North
Carolina Ramblers, Jeff Little Trio, and Farewell Drifters. They join the likes of Lester Flatt and
Earl Scruggs, Bill Monroe, The Carter Family, Chet Atkins, Bonnie Lou and Buster, Archie
Campbell, and a host of other legendary musicians who have graced the center’s “grand ole
stage” throughout the years.

The concerts take place in the air-conditioned auditorium with a capacity of just over 300
seats. Ticket prices are $14 per adult, students (k-12) are $10, and children $7. Tickets can be
purchased online at www.stecoahvalleycenter.com.

To add to the authentic Southern Appalachian experience, a traditional mountain dinner
is available prior to the 7:30 concerts, served family style. Seatings are at 5:00 and 6:15 p.m. and
reservations are required.

In addition to the Appalachian Evening series, the Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center is
home to the Mountain Music Championship on September 5 and the Harvest Festival & Antique
Tractor Show, October 16-19. The Center also showcases the art and fine crafts of the mountains
in the Stecoah Artisans Gallery and offers a variety of classes and activities aimed at preserving
mountain culture and tradition.

For more information or to reserve tickets, visit www.StecoahValleyCenter.com or call
828-479-3364.
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Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center is a non-profit corporation that serves the people of
Stecoah and Graham County through programs and services that benefit all members of the
community, by preserving and promoting the Southern Appalachian mountain culture and
through the restoration of the historic old Stecoah School to its original role as the center of the
community.
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Band Name: Balsam Range

Musical Style/Genre: Bluegrass with components of Gospel, Country Music, English Ballads,
and Western songs.

City of Origin: Haywood County, North Carolina

Band Members: Marc Pruett on banjo, Caleb Smith on Guitar, Darren Nicholson on mandolin,
Tim Surrett on bass and Buddy Milton on fiddle

Key Points of Interest:

e Balsam Range performed at the 2007 National Quartet Convention.

e Tim Surrett has performed on several of the most prestigious stages in the music business
such as the Grand Ole Opry, Carnegie Hall, and Ryman Auditorium.

e Darren Nicholson is a recipient of the International Bluegrass Music Association’s
Album of the year award.

e Caleb Smith was awarded Power Grass Music Awards 2006 nominee for male vocalist of
the year and guitar player of the year.

Contact Information:
Balsam Range Bluegrass Band
1293 Upper Crabtree Road
Clyde, NC 28721
BalsamRange@hotmail.com


mailto:balsamrange@hotmail.com
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Band Name: Paul’s Creek Band
Musical Style/Genre: Bluegrass
City of Origin:

Band Members (hames & instruments): Carol on guitar and dancing, Jamie on upright bass,
Troy on banjo, and Tim Gardner on fiddle.

Key Points of Interest:
e Carol has performed for BBC Documentary “Down Home, Appalachia to Nashville,” the
movie “Songcatcher,” and other documentaries including “Rank Strangers,” and “Why
Old Time.”
e Troy Harrison plays tow and three finger bluegrass plus old timey claw hammer.
e James Soesbee worked previously as a professional studio session musician in the 1970s
and 1980s and toured internationally with jazz groups and various dance bands.

Contact Information:
Carol Rifkin
828-231-9018
cmrifkin@gmail.com


mailto:cmrifkin@gmail.com
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Band Name: Lonesome River Band
Musical Style/Genre: Bluegrass
City of Origin:

Band Members (hames & instruments): Sammy Shelor on banjo, Andy Ball on mandolin and
vocalist, Brandon Rickman on guitar and vocalist, Mike Anglin on bass, and Mike Hartgrove on
fiddle.

Key Points of Interest:

e The Lonesome River Band received well deserved recognition in 2009 by the
International Bluegrass Music Association with a nomination for 2009 Instrumental
Performance of the Year (Struttin to Ferrum), nomination for Gospel Performance of the
Year (Darkness Wept), and Sammy Shelor’s nomination for Banjo Performer of the Year.

e On September 18, 2009, Sammy Shelor was inducted into the Virginia Music Hall of
Fame joining a long list of previous Hall of Famers including: Roy Clark, Mother
Mabelle, Mac Wiseman, Statler Brothers, Patsy Cline, Tony Rice, to name a few.

¢ International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) honored the group with multiple
awards for Album of the Year and topping it off with an amazing four-time award wins
for Shelor as Banjo Performer of the Year.

Contact Information:
www.HopeRiverEntertainment.com/Irb.htm
Call 770.367.1480


http://www.hoperiverentertainment.com/lrb.htm
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Band Name: Alice Gerrard with The Kari Sickenberger Band

Musical Style/Genre: Bluegrass

City of Origin: Kari Sickenberger Band - Asheville, North Carolina

Band Members (hames & instruments): Alice Gerrard on guitar and vocalist, Kari Sickenberger
vocalist, Natalya Weinstein on fiddle, and John Miller multi-instrumentalist and vocalist

Key Points of Interest:

Alice’s two solo albums, Pieces of My Heart, and Calling Me Home were released on the
Copper Creek label in 1995 and 2004, respectively, to critical acclaim in Billboard,
Bluegrass Unlimited, New Country.

As a musician, Alice has appeared on more than 20 recordings, including projects with
many traditional musicians such as Tommy Jarrell, Enoch Rutherford, Otis Burris, Luther
Davis and Matokie Slaughter; as an expert with in-depth knowledge of mountain music,
she has produced or written liner notes for a dozen more. She also co-produced and
appeared in two documentary films.

A tireless advocate of traditional music, Alice has won numerous honors, including an

International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) Distinguished Achievement Award, a
Virginia Arts Commission Award, the North Carolina Folklore Society’s Tommy Jarrell
Award, and an Indy Award.

In February 2010, Kari is promoting her first solo CD called Settle Down recorded in
Asheville, North Carolina.

Contact Information:
Alice Gerrard

PO Box 52353
Durham, NC 27707
919-824-8232

kari@polecatcreek.net


http://www.billboard.com/
http://www.bluegrassmusic.com/
http://www.ibma.org/
http://www.ecu.edu/ncfolk/
mailto:kari@polecatcreek.net
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Band Name: Dismembered Tennesseans
Musical Style/Genre: Bluegrass
City of Origin: Chattanooga, Tennessee

Band Members (names & instruments): Fletcher Bright on fiddle, Ed Cullis on banjo, Laura
Walker on bass fiddle and vocalist, Bobby Martin on guitar and vocalist, Don Cassell on
mandolin and vocalist, Brian Blaylock on mandolin and dobro, George Bright on flat top guitar,
and Ansley Moses a multi-instrumentalist and vocalist.

Key Points of Interest:

e Formed in 1945 a group of McCallie students got together and started singing bluegrass.
The band has been together for 65 years.

e Appearances on ABC Peter Jenning’s Nightly News and on NBC Sunday Today Show.

e Highlights performances include the Annual Chattanooga Riverbend Festival and the
Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.

e Performed with notable groups including the Chattanooga Symphony Orchestra,
Chattanooga Boys Choir, and Chattanooga Ballet.

e Famous audience members include Chuck Yeager, Sam Nunn, Jack Kemp, President
Gerald Ford, and three Tennessee governors.

Contact Information:
Mitzi Stewart Fletcher Bright
mitzi@fbright.com Fletcher@fbright.com


mailto:mitzi@fbright.com
mailto:Fletcher@fbright.com

STECOAH

080K m&y onllstial akfe confs

Band Name: Kruger Brothers
Musical Style/Genre: Internationally famous eclectic acoustic group
City of Origin: Switzerland

Band Members (hames & instruments): Uwe Kruger on guitar, Jens Kruger on banjo, and Joel
Landsberg on bass.

Key Points of Interest:

e Atage 16, Jens and Uwe left home and traveled throughout Europe calling themselves
Rocky Road Band attempting a living as street musicians. Their adventure paid off with
a contract with Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS).

¢ Bill Monroe introduced Jens Kruger to the Grand Ole Opry as the first known European
banjo player.

e Since 1997 appeared regularly in the United States at numerous festivals which include
such prestigious events as Merlefest, Doc Watson Music Fest, Wayne Henderson
Festival, Walnut Valley Festival, Greyfox, Festival of the Bluegrass, Wings and Strings,
IBMA, Festival for the Eno, Oklahoma Int'l Bluegrass Festival, and WEFest.

e In June 2007, the Kruger Brothers performed with The Bangor Symphony Orchestra to
present the world premiere of Music from the Spring. Jens wrote the orchestral score for
the world premiere.

Additional Data:
e Worked in pilot program with students and regional fiddling groups throughout central
and western Maine in the summer of 2007.
e Classical European musical influences such as Beethoven, Bach, & Brahms.

Contact Information:

Joel Landsberg
1-336-984-7878
joel@krugerbrothers.com


mailto:joel@krugerbrothers.com
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Band Name: New North Carolina Ramblers
Musical Style/Genre: Old-time string band music
City of Origin: Danville, Virginia

Band Members (hames & instruments): Kirk Sutphin on banjo and fiddle, Jeremy Stephens on
fiddle and guitar, Darren Moore on guitar and autoharp and Kinney Rorrer on banjo.

Key Points of Interest:

¢ Performance highlights include: Smithsonian FolkLife Festival, Merlefest, National Folk
Festival, The Ferrum FolkLife Festival, Wayne Henderson Festival, and Barter Theater.

e Jeremy Stephens has won numerous first prizes for his banjo playing including Merlefest
and Clifftop.

e Darren Moore is an expert on the music of the Carter Family and has played at the Carter
Family Fold with family members.

e Kinney Rorrer, great nephew of Charlie Poole and Posey Rorer, has written numerous
liner notes and magazine articles on old-time music, in addition to his biography of
Charlie Poole. He also co-hosts a radio program of traditional rural music called BACK
TO THE BLUE RIDGE on WFVT-FM (NPR).

Contact Information:
krorrer@comcast.net


mailto:krorrer@comcast.net
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Band Name: Jeff Little Trio

Musical Style/Genre: Ragtime piano and Bluegrass

City of Origin: Boone, North Carolina

Band Members (hames & instruments): Jeff Little on piano and harmonica, Steve Lewis on
guitar and banjo and Josh Scott on upright bass.

Key Points of Interest:

Jeff began playing piano at age 5.

Neighbor and close friend, Doc Watson helped shape Jeff’s unique piano style, a
distinctive two-hand style influenced by mountain flat picked guitar tradition.
Worked with a wide range of commercial country artists, most notably Keith Urban.
Directed the Blue Ridge Music industry program at Guilford Technical Community
College in Jamestown, North Carolina.

Jeff often appears with Doc Watson and is a regular at the Merle Watson Memorial
Festival in Wilkesboro, North Carolina.

Featured by National Public Radio

Performance highlights include The Smithsonian Institute, The National Folk Festival,
The National Council for the Traditional Arts “American Piano Masters.”

Contact Information:
Jeff Little

P O Box 404
Jamestown, NC 27282
pianoman@jefflittle.net


mailto:pianoman@jefflittle.net
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Band Name: Farewell Drifters
Musical Style/Genre: Folk, Bluegrass, and traditional string band music
City of Origin: Nashville, Tennessee

Band Members (hames & instruments): Zach Bevill on guitar and lead vocals, Joshua Britt on
mandolin and vocals, Clayton Britt on lead guitar, Christian Sedelmyer on fiddle, Dean Marold
on upright bass.

Key Points of Interest:
e Debut album “Sweet Summer Breeze” contains a single that reached the #1 on Sirius XM
Radio
o Played at coveted slots at Merlefest and Grey Fox
e The Farewell Drifters embolden this honesty with the true sounds of acoustic instruments
like the mandolin and fiddle and with three or four voices in deep harmony

Contact Information:

1145 Fernbank Avenue
Madison, TN 37115
thefarewelldrifters@yahoo.com


mailto:thefarewelldrifters@yahoo.com
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2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Visit www.stecoahvalleycenter.com for more information or call 828-479-3364

APRIL 24-25 RAMP FESTIVAL, APPALACHIAN DINNER, CONCERT
DNJ KIY / 2dzy e Q& [DifinerdglSHow avdte¥ohd Villdy & G A DI €
Center on April 24. Dinner at 5 & 6:15pm, concert at 7:30pm
MAY 9 a h ¢l 9IANDINNER, noon ¢ 2pm
JUNE 19 CI { K S Narer abdlareEvening with Mark Twain
Dinner at 5 & 6:15pm, Show at 7:30pm
JUNE 25-26 ARTISANS DRIVE ABOUT & STUDIO TOUR
Self guided artisans gallery & studio tour, 10am ¢ 5pm each day
JUNE 26 AN APPALACHIAN EVENING
Dinner seatings at 5 & 6:15pm, show at 7:30pm

SILENT AUCTION Benefiting Stecoah Valley Center
JULY 3 AN APPALACHIAING/EN

Dinner seatings at 5 & 6:15pm, show at 7:30pm


http://www.stecoahvalleycenter.com/

JULY

JULY

JULY

JULY

JULY

JULY

AUGUST

AUGUST

AUGUST

AUGUST

10

10

17

24

31

14

21

CHEROKEE DAYS AT STECOAH

Authentic Cherokee dinner at 5 & 6:15pm followed by live
entertainment

CHEROKEE DAYS AT STECOAIddaytime activities
AN APPALACHIAN EVENING

Dinner seatings at 5 & 6:15pm, show at 7:30pm

AN APPALACHIAN EVENING

Dinner seatings at 5 & 6:15pm, show at 7:30pm
AN APPALACHIAN EVENING
Dinner seatings at 5 & 6:15pm, show at 7:30pm
AN APPALACHIAN EVENING
Dinner seatings at 5 & 6:15pm, show at 7:30pm
CHEROKEE DAYS AT STECOAH

Authentic Cherokee dinner at 5 & 6:15pm followed by live
entertainment

CHEROKEE DAYS AT STECOAIddaytime activities
AN APPALACHIAN EVENING

Dinner seatings at 5 & 6:15pm, show at 7:30pm

ANNUAL STECOAH SCHOOL REUNION

AN APPALACHIAN EVENING

Dinner seatings at 5 & 6:15pm, show at 7:30pm

AN APPALACHIAN EVENING

Dinner seatings at 5 & 6:15pm, show at 7:30pm



AUGUST 28 AN APPALACHIAN EVENING
Dinner seatings at 5 & 6:15pm, show at 7:30pm
OCTOBER 15-18 HARVEST FESTIVAL

Annual celebration with music, food, craft vendors,
demonstrations,

Kids games and much more!
OCTOBER 18 GOSPEL SINGING & Sunday Dinner 12:30pm, concert at 2:30pm

Local gospel groups sing benefiting Stecoah Valley Center
NOVEMBER 26-27 ARTISAN DRIVE ABOUT & STUDIO TOUR

Self guided artisans gallery & studio tour, 10am ¢ 5pm each day
DECEMBER 4 BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Kids of all ages eat breakfast with Santa at 9:00am.

STECOAH GALLERY HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE, 4-7pm

DECEMBER 18 BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Kids of all ages eat breakfast with Santa at 9:00am
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Map and Directions

Stecoah Valley Center is just off US Highway 28N about 20 minutes north of Robbinsville,
NC and 30 minutes west of Bryson City, NC.

From Robbinsville, take US Hwy 143 N for about 11 miles; turn right onto US Highway 28
and look for the sign for the turn to the Center at about 1 mile.

From Bryson City, take US 74/19 West for about 10 miles; turn right onto US Highway 28N.
Follow Hwy 28 for about 11 miles. Just past the Stecoah Diner on your right, turn left and
follow the signs to the Center.

Stecoah Valley Center is approximately 2 hours from Asheville, Knoxville and Chattanooga;
3 hours from Atlanta and Greenville and 3.5 hours from Charlotte and Winston-Salem.
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